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Language spoken most commonly as a first
or second language in Sierra Leone

\ (% of population)
) \ , Language First language Second Ianguagé
S o) < it Krio 9.79% 77.26%
\ ol Themne 30.05% 5.87%
_ R ) English 010% 5.58%
\ - . Mende [l 32.21% 414%
" Limba 6.56% 1.29%
‘ Susu 2.40% 1.00%
Maninkakan 1.67% 0.81% (
e Kono [l 416% 0.72%
Pular 2.70% 0.65%
— Kissi [l 2.28% 0.53%
- Other 0.33% 0.50%
e Sherbro 1.32% 0.45%
e Kuranko [l 3.90% 0.39%
P f oo e Loko 1.79% 0.32
4 Vai 0.03% 0.24%
— j Arabic 0.02% 015%
Yalunka 0.68% 0.09%
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. According to the 2004 Census of Sierra Leone, the country has 18 major languages. —
Language 5p°ken most commonly as a first or second Ianguage (F;;Z\i',']n;,eimnz:;em secondary language)  Kri0 is the most widely spoken language but it is only spoken by 10% of the population @
as their first language. The languages spoken most commonly as a first language as of  1.55/at0rs without Borders. May 22th 2020.
Krio Themne Kono Limba Other 2005 were Mende (32%) and Themne (30%). Although English, as the official language,
I Mende Kissi Kuranko [0 Susu is spoken in schools, government administration and the media, Krio is widely spoken Sources: 2004 Sierra Leone Population Census.
UNESCO UIS.

as a lingua franca. As of 2005, approximately 97% of the population speak the Krio
language (either as first, second or third language).

OCHA Administrative Boundaries.



